
 

 

News of Note Like an orchestra, 
you all have a 
part to play      Happenings in the SWFL Symphony Society 

September 2022 Volume 27 Issue 1 

 
Page 2 Executive Director, Happy Birthday 
Page 3 Luncheon Information 
Page 4 Symphony of Treats, New Members 

 
Page 5 Ads, Executive Committee & Board  
  Meeting, Cards to Send 
Page 6 Key Signatures, Dates to Remember 

Inside This 
Issue 

 
Greetings!  With Labor Day comes the 
fall and the opening of the Society’s 
season.  Even though a lot has been on 
going during the summer for some of 
us, now is the time for every member 
to step up and decide what part they 
will be playing this season.  There are 
a multiple of opportunities at various 
levels of commitment of time and 
effort.  Please review this list to find 
your match. 

 
Looking to expand the type of fund raising, I investigated a 
golf tournament.  However, my discussions with Crown 
Colony did not materialize.  Is there anyone interested in 
pursuing this type of project? please contact me.  Or if you 
can arrange a different type of fund raiser, again contact 
me. 
 
Additional Hostesses at luncheon are always needed.  Be 
sociable and make everyone feel welcome at your table.  
Contact Barb Carne 502-777-0202. 
 
October 25, 2022 the Symphony is sponsoring a welcome 
party for the new Maestro Radu Paponiu and the Society 
has been asked to serve as a greeter and hostesses.  One 
person is needed to accept phone calls of members wishing 
to participate. 
 
Did you like guest speakers or entertainment at the 
Luncheons?  No one has stepped forward to do this, so 
beginning in November this will not be a part of our 
luncheons.  Is this something you can do? 
 
Patrick Neuman is chairing the committee for the Marilyn 
Van Sickle Voice Competition.  If you would like to be 
involved, contact Patrick at 239-357-6556.   However, no 
one is working on the Jillian Prescott Music Awards or the 
Society’s scholarship competitions.    
 
 

 
Without someone to head up and work these events, they 
will not happen. 
 
Pat Obermiller will be handling the luncheon centerpieces, 
so if this fits your preference, please contact her 815-540-
7688. 
 
The 2nd Vice President office is vacant.  This will be a 
great opportunity to learn the inner workings of the 
Society.  Be included in planning and functioning of the 
Society.  No requirements for moving to 1st VP. 
 
Want to be involved with Scholarships, but don’t want a 
big job?  The John Hudson Scholarship is awarded to a 
high school senior in the Youth Orchestra.  It is a one 
person job until decision time, then you need two others to 
review the applications with you. 
 
The first Master Works Symphony is January 28, 2023 and 
the Society sponsors an opening gala.  Someone is needed 
to spearhead this event.  It’s a great time to showcase the 
Society to other concert goers. 
 
Our biggest event of the season is "For the Love of the 
Music" Gala on February 14. 2023. The place, music, and 
menu has been selected, now what is needed are sponsors, 
auction items, baskets or whatever you can think of to 
bring in additional revenue. If you can gather a few friends 
to help, let me know.  
 
The president is an ex-officio member of all committees 
and I will assist, but I will not lead.   Society members are 
the ones that plan and execute the projects.  The success or 
failure of the Society is up to the members.  LIKE AN 
ORCHESTRA YOU ALL HAVE A PART TO PLAY. 
 

Jan Hladik 
 
239-466-5557, hladikj03@gmail.com

 

President’s Message                                                      Jan Hladik 
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Welcome back everyone! I hope 
you’ve all enjoyed a restorative 
summer. As you know, so much 
has happened with the 
Symphony since we last 
connected. We have a wonderful 
new Music Director, Maestro 
Radu Paponiu, who has already 
made himself at home in our 

office.  Orchestra auditions are planned for the end 
of September and first week of October which 
gives Maestro Paponiu the unique opportunity to 
shape the sound and usher the evolution of the 
Southwest Florida Symphony. We welcomed a new 
Community Outreach Ambassador, local celebrity 
Robert Van Winkle of NBC-2 meteorology fame 
(who is very excited to work with our Society), and 
we have a spectacular season of performances and 
events on tap in Lee and Charlotte Counties for our 
growing community.  Here’s what’s happening in 
October: 
 
MiniMasterworks: Mozart String Quartet 
“Dissonance” and  
Mendelssohn Octet in E-Flat Major 
Thursday, October 13 – Tribby Arts Center, Shell 
Point at 7:00pm 
Friday, October 14 – Gulf Theater, Punta Gorda at 
7:00pm 
Saturday, October 15 – Bell Tower at 7:00pm 

 
Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, October 26 at 5:00pm 
Sanibel Captiva Community Bank Bridge Branch 
9311 College Parkway (on the corner of College & 
McGregor) 
 
Maestro Radu Paponiu Welcome Party 
immediately following the Annual Meeting 
6:00pm at the Bell Tower Artistic & Operations 
Center 
Tickets cost $125 per person and are extremely 
limited 
Call our box office at 239-418-1500 to make a 
reservation 
 
Single tickets go on sale on September 1st for our 
MainStage concerts (Masterworks and Brave New 
Pops), so we’re sure you’ll want to grab yours 
soon. We’d also love to see you in our Conductor’s 
Circle Club Room this year! If you have an interest 
in learning more about membership, please reach 
out to me and I’ll be glad to tell you more.  
 
Here’s to another fantastic year of music, 
friendship and celebrating together. As always, 
thank you for your support and involvement.   
 
 
  

Executive Director’s Message                                  Amy Ginsburg 
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Heritage Palms  
Golf and Tennis Club 

10420 Washingtonian Palm Way 
Fort Myers FL 33966 

 
Doors open at 11:30 

Meeting begins at 12:00 
 

Please pay at Registration Desk 
$25.00 Cash or Check 

$26.00 Charge 
 

Reservation Deadline 
Friday, September 2 

 
 
 
 

If you make your reservation after the deadline, you will 
be put on a wait list and be notified if space becomes 
available. 
 
Cancellations after the reservation deadline and no shows 
will be billed.  Call Madeline Seefeld to cancel  
(239-292-9910). 
 

Menu:  Pecan Salad with chicken and berries, rolls and 
butter with Apple Blossoms for dessert.  A vegetarian 
option is available if  requested when a reservation is 
made. 
 

Special Drinks:  Credit Card Only 
 

Directions:  From Colonial and Cleveland (US 41), 
go east on Colonial to Challenger Blvd,., about 2.5 miles.  
Right on Challenger Blvd.,  Right on Winkler Rd., Right 
on Six Mile Cypress Parkway.  Right on Heritage Palms 
Blvd.  The Club House is straight ahead at intersection of 
Washingtonia Palm Way.  From Daniels Rd. and 
Cleveland (US 41) go east on Daniels Rd. about 2 miles 
to Six Mile Cypress Pkwy.  Left on Six Mile Cypress 
Pkwy about 3 miles.  Left on Heritage Palms Blvd. to 
Club House.  Please have your Driver’s License handy in 
case you need to show it to the guard at the gate. 

 

 
Program:   

 
New Music Director to speak at Luncheon. 

The new Music Director, Radu Paponiu (pronounced  
Pa-PONE-yo) is from Romania where he began playing 
violin at age 7.  When in the 7th grade he moved to 
Bucharest to enter a music high school.  In the 11th grade 
he entered the Perlman Music program in the U.S. and 
studied with Itzhak Perlman.  He went on to attend 
Colburn Conservatory in Los Angeles and received two 
degrees in violin performance. At the New England 
Conservatory in Boston he received a masters in 
conducting.  His musical goal is to have the highest 
possible artistic standard on any occasion.  He is looking 
forward to being engaged with the Southwest Florida 
community.  
 
Currently Radu will continue as associate director for the 
Naples Philharmonic, while being full time with the 
Southwest Florida Symphony.  He lives in Naples with his 
wife Blair who is a flautist with Naples Philharmonic. 
 
Florida weather is perfectly suited to his hobbies of 
playing tennis, biking and fishing. 
 

Southwest Florida Symphony Society Luncheon 
Friday, September 9, 2022 

*****  Call 239-666-1230   ****** 

Thanks to Ruth Messmer Florist and owner 
Heather Messmer for providing a floral 
centerpiece for the President’s Table each 
month.  After the luncheon, the flowers are 
taken to a member who needs support and 
cheering. 

Luncheon Collections 

At every luncheon we collect used computer ink 
and toner cartridges which are recycled at the 
office supply stores for credits towards future 
purchases for the Symphony office or for the 
Society directly. 
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Happiness is the start of the season.  Summer has 
been fun, but now it is time to think about our 
Symphony and how we can support it and ‘Keep the 
Music Playing’! 
 
Fundraising is what our Society does to support our 
Symphony, the TREATS being one of numerous 
ways we do our part.  TREATS have been around for 
a number of years and each season it is fun to see 
what the activities are and make selections as to 
which of the activities appeal to one’s taste.  
 
We have to remember that we are living in a time 
when everything has roared upward in cost and 
TREATS are no exception.  The profit made on 
TREATS, with the exception of the dinner parties, is 
minimal.  The host and/or hostess of a dinner party 
assumes the total cost of the event and thus, this is 
where the profit is greater.  We hope you will enjoy 
the TREATS that have been selected for you this 
season and that you will support them. 
 
***A special note! When signing up for a TREAT (or 
any event), we encourage you TO PAY WITH YOUR 
PERSONAL CHECK. The credit card company 
charges us 3.75% on each charge.  We can no longer 
assume that charge, therefore, when you charge on 
your credit card, a 3.75% will be added to your 
amount when it is received and processed. 
 
Our first TREAT will be so much fun!  It is an 
“Afternoon Tea, Southern Style” at the Wisteria Tea 
Room in Fort Myers. We know you will love it!  In 
December, we will be celebrating the holiday season  

 
by a visit to the Berne Davis Gardens, lunch and 
making a holiday decoration.  We are SO EXCITED 
to present “Soup Night” in January.  “Come Hear the 
Music” coffee hours at the Barbara B. Mann Hall 
lobby prior to the Saturday morning rehearsals are 
back.   
 
If you are hungry for good food and conversation, the 
TREATS have three (3) dinner parties and “Wines 
from Down Under”. And guess what?  Kitchen Social 
is back.  For those of you who prefer a lighter fare, 
there is a fantastic “Lunch with Roger” and lastly, we 
will close the season with a Sunday Brunch.  It was so 
successful last season, we are presenting it again. 
 
We are happy to have Sue Wells to take your 
reservations again this year.  Her information is 
printed in the booklet as well as is the Society 
Yearbook.  Rosanne Taylor did a fantastic job in 
putting all the information about TREATS in the 
booklet and I had a great time finding the fun 
activities and organizing them. We look forward to 
see you enjoying our 2022-23 SYMPHONY OF 
TREATS.   
 
If you have ANY questions or comments, please 
direct them to me at 410-262-8224 or my e-mail: 
rkhwittstadt@hotmail.com 
 
Looking forward to TREATing you!  Happy Music 
Season! 

Kim Wittstadt 

Symphony of Treats 

“News of Note” is 
published 9 times a year 
— September through 
May.  Contact Editor Barb 
Coons (239-549-8283 or 
kayebarb3344@ 
gmail.com) for more 
information. 

New Members 

Boyd, Carol 

Boyd, Kenneth 

Duff, Cynthia 

Hart, Cynthia (Cindy) 

Hart, Lowell 

Main, Frank 

Paponiu, Radu 

Look in your Yearbook 
(coming soon) for contact 
details of our new members. 
Most join us because of their 
Sustaining Partnerships with 
the SWFLSO. One, Radu 
Paponiu, is our new Honorary 
member and conductor of the 
orchestra. 

mailto:rkhwittstadt@hotmail.com
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Additional advertisements are welcome.  
The rate is $10 per month or $80 a year 
for a business card size ad.  Contact 
Editor Barb Coons (239-549-8283 or 
kayebarb3344@gmail.com) to place an 
ad or with questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know of a Society member who 
should receive a card of support or 
happiness, please notify the 
Corresponding Secretary: 
 June Gibson 
 junemgibson@gmail.com 
 239-936-7792 (home) 
 617-759-0085 (cell) 

 

Symphony Society  
Executive Committee 

and 
Full Board of Directors 

 
10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, September 7 
 

Sanibel Captiva Community Bank 
9311 College Parkway 

(Corner of McGregor Blvd.) 
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SOUTHWEST FLORIDA SYMPHONY SOCIETY 
7500 College Parkway, Suite 200 
Fort Myers, FL  33907 

 

 

    

Many Thanks… 

…to all Society members who participated in  
the 2022 Key Signatures Campaign. 

 
This is the Symphony Society’s first fundraiser  

for the 2022-23 Season.  
We are off to a great start! 

 
If you purchased a listing by August 18, you will 
appear as a donor in the concert program book. 

 
We expect to present the proceeds from this 
fundraiser to the Symphony at the November 

luncheon meeting. 
 

   Anne Wardlow 
   Key Signatures Campaign Chair 

 Key Signatures 
  

Dates to Remember 
 
Sept. 2 Deadline for Sept. Luncheon Reservations 
Sept. 7 Executive Committee and Board Meeting 
Sept. 9 Luncheon–Heritage Palms Golf & Country Club 
Sept. 10 Deadline for October News of Note 
Sept. 30 Deadline for Oct. Luncheon Reservations 
Oct. 5 Executive Committee and Board Meeting 
Oct. 7 Luncheon—Landings Yacht, Golf & Tennis Club 
Oct. 10 Deadline for November News of Note 
Oct. 13, 14, 15   MiniMasterworks:   Mozart &  
 Mendelssohn 
Oct. 26 SWFLSO Annual Meeting 
Oct. 26 Maestro Radu Paponiu Welcome Party 
Oct. 28 Deadline for Nov. Luncheon Reservations 
Nov. 2 Executive Committee and Board Meeting 
Nov. 4 Luncheon—Pelican Preserve—Magnolia Room 
Nov. 9 TREAT:  Afternoon Tea, Southern Style 
Nov. 10 Deadline for December News of Note 


